
Fadnavis not ready...
Sensing this, the BJP has not ruled out the possibility of sitting it out

in the opposition. "We will sit in the opposition and prepare for win-
ning 288 seats in the next election. We will regularly organise protests
against this government," said a leader in the BJP. 

FADNAVIS IN TROUBLE, FRESH HOPE FOR PATIL: It is apparent
Fadnavis is in trouble, as there is growing opposition to his being
at the helm of the government. There are BJP legislators opposed
to him, who are lobbying hard for change. The party's national pres-
ident Amit Shah too has signalled he is thinking along the same lines
and has reportedly asked some legislators to meet him. He is inclined
to appoint Chandrakant Patil as CM, as the latter is close to him. 

Patil, the Maratha from western Maharashtra, will be a good choice
for the post as in this assembly election, western Maharashtra has
practically rejected the BJP and chosen to embrace the NCP. 

If the BJP wants to regain this lost base, Patil is its hope. Despite
Fadnavis being the CM, the BJP lost more than 15 seats in Vidarb-
ha, including five in Nagpur district. The overall drop in BJP seats
and particularly in Vidarbha, has considerably weakened Fadnavis's
claim to this post.

Shah has discussed government formation with Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray and is going to meet Uddhav to finalise the deal.
Though Uddhav is close to Fadnavis, if he were to oppose Fadnavis's
nomination as CM, this will be another blow to Fadnavis.

For Sena, this is...
The buzz about a possible tie-up with the NCP started a day after Uddhav

Thackeray stated that he was keeping all avenues open, if the BJP doesn't
honour the 50-50 formula of power sharing.  A strong indication of the
thinking in the Sena camp was given by its editorial in Saamna, the Sena
mouthpiece, where it has praised Sharad Pawar for winning the political
dangal. Sanjay Raut is known to be a bridge between the Sena and the NCP.
In another strong hint of what was brewing between the NCP and the
Sena, Raut tweeted a cartoon which shows a tiger wearing a locket with a
clock – the NCP’s symbol -- around its neck. It is also sniffing a lotus – the
BJP’s mascot. But, as a political wag remarked, the tiger is more likely to
discard the lotus once it is over with the sniffing.  For the record, Shiv Sena
has 56 seats and the NCP has 54. The outside support from the Congress
(44 seats) will bring the tally to 150; the magic number required is 145.

Though Uddhav Thackeray is keen not to overplay its hand, his wife
Rashmi, who plays a key role in finalising the Sena's political strategy, is
strongly in favour of getting her son appointed as the chief minister. "She
has a very fervent desire to stay in at the CM’s bungalow Varsha," an in-
sider in the Sena said. Even if the Shiv Sena succeeds in securing the CM’s
post in alliance with the BJP or the NCP, Uddhav may not appoint Aaditya
as CM, feel some insiders. Uddhav has remarked in the distant past that
Aaditya needs some more time to groom and learn the nuances of politics
and governance. His first choice would be Subhash Desai, a Thackeray
family loyalist, these sources said.

It was Desai who played a key role in negotiating the distribution of seats
with the BJP.  But Sena legislators are strongly opposing his name. A few
legislators even met Thackeray on Friday and requested him to nominate
Eknath Shinde for the CM’s post. Even if the Sena accepts the deputy chief
minister’s post, then, too, Shinde should be the choice. Desai, it is pointed
out, does not entertain legislators and help them out. On the other hand,
Shinde is a shrewd mass leader and a Maratha. This will help the party
strengthen its base in the state and be in readiness for the BMC election
scheduled to be held in 2022, said a Sena legislator after the meeting.

Bharati asks party...
But his winning an election surely does not acquit him of the

charges. There are many factors that lead to a win in an elec-
tion,” she said in her tweet. She is the first senior BJP leader to
speak out against Kanda. But on social media, the lawmaker and
the BJP became the target of many barbs, some of them backed
by photographs of the BJP’s protests in 2012 when the air host-
ess committed suicide and left a note accusing Kanda of ex-
ploiting her.
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10 NATION Lawyer moves SC against abolition of rights bodies in J&K
NEW DELHI: A lawyer Muzaffar Iqbal Khan has moved the Supreme Court alleging that Human
Rights Commission, Women's Commission and Legislative Council have been abolished in Jammu
and Kashmir. Khan has filed an intervention application saying that Human Rights Commission and
the other councils have been abolished in Jammu and Kashmir by the administration.
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NEW DELHI: The CBI on Fri-
day moved the Supreme Court
seeking review of  its order
granting bail to P Chi-
dambaram in INX case.

The CBI, in its review petition
filed by advocate Rajat Nair, re-
quested the SC to grant a hearing
on his plea challenging the Oct 22
order of  granting bail to the for-
mer Union minister. The CBI
submitted that the finding ren-
dered by the top court was clear-
ly contrary to the record and
amounts to error apparent on the
face of  the record. On Oct 18, the
SC  had reserved its order on the
former minister's plea. That
time, the CBI had opposed Chi-
dambaram's bail plea, saying
that he had tried to "pressurise
and influence" key witnesses in
the INX Media case. Now, the
CBI has sought review of  the
observation wherein the top
court had said that details are
also not available as to when,
where and how those witnesses
were approached.

AIMIM's bypoll
win threatens
Bihar's social

integrity: Giriraj
AGENCIES

Patna

Calling the All India Ma-
jlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) victory in the Bi-
har Assembly bypolls a
win for the "Jinnah ideolo-
gy", Union Minister and
senior BJP leader Giriraj
Singh on Friday said the
verdict posed a "threat to
the social integrity" of  the
state.

Asaduddin Owaisi-led
AIMIM has opened its ac-
count in the Bihar Assem-
bly by winning the Kis-
hanganj seat.

"In the Bihar bypolls, the
most dangerous election
verdict has come out from
Kishanganj. Owaisi's par-
ty AIMIM has a Jinnah
mindset. They hate 'Vande
Mataram'. They pose a
threat to the social integri-
ty of  Bihar," Singh tweet-
ed.

The saffron party's fire-
brand leader further
added: "The people of  Bi-
har should think about
their future."

AIMIM wrested the Kish-
nganj seat from Congress.
Its candidate Kamarul
Hoda defeated the BJP's
Sweety Singh by over
10,000 votes.

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The growing coziness with the JJP
may have been an afterthought af-
ter BJP was bruised by an online
campaign mocking its 'Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao' campaign for holding
talks with rape accused Gopal Goy-
al Kanda, but the fact that Kanda
was actively reached out by the par-
ty cannot be overruled.

Kanda, who till Friday afternoon
was the kingmaker for the BJP, that
fell six seats short of  majority, was
brought into the negotiation board
by BJP's Goa President Vinay Ten-
dulkar, sources said.

By Friday afternoon it was appar-
ent that the BJP was comfortable in
the numbers game and would form
the next government in Haryana
with help from independents. The
man playing kingmaker was Kanda,
who offered his "unconditional sup-
port" for a BJP government.

Sources said he was brought into
the government formation negotia-
tions by the BJP's Goa unit Presi-
dent, Vinay Tendulkar.

While, up north, Kanda is known to
be a Haryana strongman, and as the
owner of  the now defunct MDLR air-
lines, he is also known as the 'gam-
bling mogul' in Goa where he owns
Big Daddy Casino. It is one of  the six
floating gaming parlors that operates
on Goa's Mandovi river.

This May, Kanda kicked off  an 11-
day 'opening extravaganza' for his
casino on a 72-meter-long vessel.
Sources said that Kanda happens to
know Tendulkar by virtue of  his
business operation in Goa and the
'acquaintanceship' was exploited by
the BJP when it realised -- from early
trends in counting of votes on Thurs-
day -- that it was falling short of  num-
bers in Haryana.

By the end of  the day, the BJP had a
tally of  40 seats, six short of  a major-
ity. Unsure whether the Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP) with 10 MLAs
would back it, the BJP considered
the option of  reaching out to other
winning candidates to arrive at the
magic number.With Kanda's reputa-
tion as Haryana strongman intact,
the BJP contacted him expecting to
make use of  his influence in state
politics. By the time Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's cavalcade drove
into the party headquarters at 6-A
Deendayal Upadhyaya Marg on
Thursday, where he addressed party
cadres followed by a closed-door BJP
Parliamentary Party Board meeting,
contact was established with Kanda
through Tendulkar, according to
sources.

In no time, Kanda was on board a
chartered flight that took off  from
Sirsa for Delhi for a meeting with the
BJP top leadership. A selfie that was
clicked on board the flight shows BJP
MP from Sirsa Sunita Duggal as well.

Nightlong negotiations later, on Fri-
day morning, he pledged "uncondi-
tional support" to the BJP, and spoke
of  his family's RSS roots. Soon, seven
more independent MLAs followed
suit.

The BJP, which had been fretting
for six more MLAs to shore up its
government formation chances, had
now got the support of  eight. Howev-
er, after Kanda's controversial past
created a social media storm, an eva-
sive BJP said on Friday that it would
take a call on whose support to take,
without naming anyone.

But the ease with which Kanda was
approached for Haryana can be
traced back to the relation the party
shares with him in Goa. When the is-
sue of  renewal of  Kanda's floating
casino reached the court, the BJP
government led by then Chief  Minis-
ter Laxmikant Parsekar had ap-
proved of  the launch of  Goa's sixth
'offshore' casino.

The Goa bench of  the Bombay
High Court had asked the Goa gov-
ernment to decide on whether or
not to renew Golden Globe Hotels
Pvt Ltd's (GGHPL) casino license or
not. According to a report, that li-
cence was issued just two days be-
fore the results of  the Goa elections
were announced in March 2017. In-
terestingly, the Aam Aadmi Party
that created ripples during the
2017 Goa election, promised to ban
casinos in Goa. 

NEW DELHI

Once seen as the most pow-
erful police boss in the coun-
try, Alok Verma, the former
Director of  Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), is run-
ning from pillar to post, for
the past several months, to
seek his basic retirement ben-
efits, including the General
Provident Fund (GPF). A 1979
batch IPS officer, Verma's en-
tire past service was forfeited
when in an unprecedented
move, he challenged the gov-
ernment's decision of  remov-
ing him from coveted post of
CBI Director.

A confidential letter of  Min-
istry of  Home Affairs (dated
Oct 14), reviewed by the
IANS, reveals that the gov-
ernment held back Verma's
GPF and other benefits as he
went on unauthorised leave,
considered a serious breach
in government service. The

Home Ministry letter
(45020/4/2019/) says: "Verma's
matter was examined by the
Ministry and it was decided
to treat the period of  absence
of  Shri Alok Verma from
11.01.2019 to 31.01.2019 as dies
non." In simpler words, the
unauthorised leave of  Verma
is considered as a break in
service, depriving him of  his
retirement benefits.

On Verma's much publi-
cised serial fights with his
subordinates in the CBI,
which resulted in registra-
tion of  cross FIRs against two
opposing lobbies of  officers,
the Home Ministry has taken
a serious view. On holding
back the GPF, the Ministry
cited two separate discipli-
nary proceedings cases
against Verma (vide
chargesheet 31/01/19 and
18/04/19) which puts him in
the dock. Verma had report-
edly gone out of  the way to

misuse his office in allegedly
registering a false FIR
against his subordinate
Rakesh Asthana, the then
Special Director of  the CBI.
Asthana had, in turn, ac-
cused Verma of  diluting a few
important cases of  corrup-
tion.On the other hand, a lob-
by of officers close to Verma
says that the GPF cannot be
held back even if  an employ-
ee is involved in any contro-
versy or facing any investiga-
tion. 

According to them, GPF is a
fund wherein the govern-
ment employee contributes a
certain percentage of  his
salary and the accumulated
amount is paid to the employ-
ee at the time of  superannua-
tion or retirement.Sources
said that on this ground, Ver-
ma shot off  a letter to the
government on July 27 last,
requesting it release the fi-
nal payment of  the GPF.

BJP's road to Haryana
goes through Goa 

Vrindavan widows celebrate Diwali infront of Yamuna River at KC Ghat in Vrindavan, Mathura on Friday

CBI files review
petition against

PC's bail

Known for challenging govt, ex-CBI boss
Verma now pleads for retirement benefits 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

With the BJP and the Jannayak Janata Party
declaring that they will form a coalition gov-
ernment in Haryana, the Congress on Friday
said it was now out in the open that the
Dushyant Chautala-led JJP was and will re-
main the “B-team” of  the BJP.

The opposition party’s sharp attack came
soon after it became clear that the BJP was set
to form the new government in Haryana after
clinching an alliance with the JJP, which has
won 10 seats in the 90-member assembly, by giv-
ing it the post of  deputy chief  minister.

BJP president Amit Shah announced at a
press conference, held with JJP leader Chauta-
la, that the chief  minister will be from his par-
ty and the deputy chief  minister from the re-
gional party. Hitting out at the alliance, Con-

gress’ chief  spokesperson Randeep Surjewala
said it was now out in the open that the “JJP-
Lok Dal (INLD) were, and will always be, the
BJP’s B-team”.

“When the BJP wants to gain power by divid-
ing the society, sometimes Raj Kumar Saini and
sometimes the JJP-Lok Dal will stand as a pup-
pet,” he said in a tweet in Hindi.The public has
now come to know the reality, he said. Surjew-
ala also claimed that it was truth that the Khat-
tar government has not been given the mandate
by the people. “It is also true that the JJP asked
for people’s mandate against the BJP and won
10 seats,” he said in a series of  tweets. It is also
true that the JJP promised that it will never
align with the BJP, Surjewala said.

He accused the JJP of  choosing power over
promises.

Earlier in the day,  Surjewala  accused the saf-
fron party of  using allurements of  money and

power to get a majority and said a government
formed through such means would be “illegiti-
mate”.

A row erupted after Haryana Lokhit Party
leader and Sirsa MLA Gopal Kanda, accused of
abetment to suicide, claimed he and the Inde-
pendents have “decided to extend uncondition-
al support to the BJP”.

Lashing out at the BJP for taking Kanda’s sup-
port, Surjewala told reporters, “I think you
should look at the statements made by Naren-
dra Modi and Amit Shah at the time when
Gopal Kanda was a minister in the (Congress)
government in Haryana when we forced him to
resign after registration of  a case and also re-
moved him from ministership.”

“What was the stance of  the BJP then and
what sort of  doublespeak is the BJP doing to-
day,” he said, accusing the saffron party of  dis-
playing “hunger for power”.

Cong slams JJP, says will remain ‘B-team’ of BJP

NDA’s march towards majority
in RS to be hit by poll results

NEW DELHI

The BJP-led NDA’s march towards a majority in
the Rajya Sabha is likely to be hit in view of  the
Assembly election results from Haryana and
Maharashtra. The BJP, which was expecting a
rise in its tally in Haryana from 47 in the outgo-
ing Assembly, has returned with a reduced num-
ber of  seats at 40.

Similarly, the party was looking for more seats
in Maharashtra than the previous figure of  122
but got 17 lesser than that.

At the same time, the Congress has improved
its tally in Haryana from 15 to 31 and its ally in
Maharashtra, the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) increased its number from 41 in the out-
going Assembly to 54. This will definitely affect
the BJP’s calculations as far as its numbers are
concerned in the Rajya Sabha, where the NDA
coalition led by it is short of  majority.

In the 245-member Rajya Sabha, the BJP has 82
members and along with its allies, the strength
is 116, 7 short of  the majority mark.

The numbers from Haryana and Maharashtra
will come into play when elections to the Rajya
Sabha seats take place next year and in 2022.

Elections are due for two Rajya Sabha
seats from Haryana next year and then two
more in 2022.



AKOLA: The body of a 17-year-old youth was
found in a pond on the campus of Dr Panjabrao
Deshmukh Agricultural University here on Friday
morning. The deceased was identified as Vikas

Chowdhury. Some children who were 
playing football near the pond spotted 
shoe-clad legs sticking out of water and alerted
others. --Agencies

Dead body found in pond on agri university
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I Smt. Seema Prakash

Gangadhare, would like to inform
that General Public that I have
lost/misplaced my original sale
Deed of Apartment of E1/10, A/8,
Sector 14, Sahyadri CHSL, New
Panvel, Navi Mumbai, Pin Code-
401 206, Dist. Thane. Registered
at Sub-Registrar, Panvel-1, vide
No. 1952 on 4th July, 1992
alongwith Original Allotment
Letter, Possession Letter, Deed
of Apartment and Registration
Receipt. I have also lodge
Missing Complaint bearing No.
2826/2019 dt. 10.08.2019 with
Goregaon Police Station,
Mumbai. If anyone should find
the original or have any objection
to the same may within 15 days
from the date of issue this notice
may send the original or the
objections in writing with docu-
mentary proof in support of
claim/objection to my address
'Ankur Society', 3/Kanchan,
BEST Nagar, Gr. Floor,
Goregaon West, Mumbai-400
104. Beyond which period the
matter shall proceed in due
process an un-objected to.

Smt. Seema Prakash
Gangadhare

Place : Mumbai
Date : 25.10.2019

Illegal construction can’t
be regularised, says HC

NARSI BENWAL
Mumbai

Observing that it cannot af-
ford more mishaps in the
city, the Bombay High Court
has ordered the city civic au-
thority and also the Maha-
rashtra Housing and Area
Development Authority
(MHADA) to conduct a sur-
vey of  buildings across
Mumbai to ascertain the to-
tal number of  illegal struc-
tures. The HC said if  any il-
legal structure is found, the
authorities must forthwith
demolish the same.

A bench of  Justices Sat-
yaranjan Dharmadhikari
and Gautam Patel clearly
said that whatever is illegal
remains so and cannot be
regularised.

“The areas such as Pyd-
honie, Bhuleshwar,
Kalbadevi, Mohammed Ali
Road have been every year
witnessing the collapse of
buildings and innocents los-
ing their lives. In these ar-
eas, there is rampant illegal
and unauthorised construc-
tion,” the bench noted.

The bench further noted
that every year one or the
other structure collapses, ei-
ther on the eve of  monsoon
or during the monsoon. It
also noted that in 2019 alone,
there were two major
mishaps and large casual-
ties.

“If  the BMC has not learnt
any lesson and the govern-
ment as well is trying to pro-
tect these structures and the
occupants simply because
they are registered as vot-

ers, then it is unfortunate
that none are bothered
about the future of  this city,”
Justice Dharmadhikari re-
marked.

“We do not think that we
can afford more mishaps
and accidents in this area.
We expect that before the
next monsoon, a survey of
all the structures in these lo-
calities will be undertaken
by MHADA and BMC and
the government will render
all assistance,” Justice
Dharmadhikari ordered.

The court further said that
this survey would reveal as

to how many structures
with proper dimensions and
sizes were originally exist-
ing or constructed and have
permissible improvements.
“The others may be cate-
gorised as additions and al-
terations without or with
authorisation. If  these ex-
ceed the permissible limits
particularly the floor space
index, then, they have neces-
sarily to go,” Justice Dhar-
madhikari said.

“There cannot be any post-

facto regularisation nor
there can be any considera-
tion of  applications for reg-
ularisation for what is ille-
gal can never be regu-
larised,” the judges clari-
fied.

The bench further ordered
the BMC to complete the
survey before the onset of
monsoons in 2020. “We also
expect the BMC to insist on
the structural audit to be
carried out of  the bench-
mark buildings if  already
not carried out. The civic of-
ficials must fully comply
with the mandate of  the

laws pertaining to dilapidat-
ed buildings to avoid future
accidents and mishaps,”
Justice Dharmadhikari said
while posting the matter for
further hearing on July 1,
2020.

The bench was dealing
with a matter pertaining 
to an illegal structure at a
South Mumbai area, 
wherein, the tenants 
had challenged the demoli-
tion notices issued by the
BMC.

People buying gold on Dhanteras at a popular jewellery store in Mumbai on Friday PIX: BL SONI

STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai

Justice KK Sonawane of
the Bombay High Court,
in an interesting develop-
ment, strongly dissented
with a senior judge presid-
ing over the same division
bench, while dealing with
pleas alleging misappro-
priation of  public funds in
road repair works.

Justice KK Sonawane
passed a dissenting judge-
ment on October 3, calling
it an outcome of  a "lack of
consultation and coordi-
nation".

He noted that the judge-
ment rendered in the
same case by Justice TV
Nalawade of  the Au-
rangabad Bench of the
Bombay High Court was
made in a "very cryptic"
and "obscure manner" by
simply declaring that
"both petitions are al-
lowed".

While Justice Nalawade,
the Senior Judge, had al-
lowed the pleas on Sep-
tember 18, Justice Son-
awane took an opposite
view and noted,

“This is a glaring exam-
ple of  lack of  coordina-
tion, lack of  consultation,
deliberation or discussion
on the matter-in-issue
amongst the judges of  this
Division Bench (TV
Nalawade and KK Son-
awne JJ) prior to the pro-
nouncement of  judgment
into the matter pending
for adjudication on mer-
it.” A Division Bench was
hearing a plea by
Prashant Bamb, a mem-
ber of the State Legisla-
ture who had alleged
fraud and mischief  in re-
newal and repair works of
the Kalyan-Ahmednagar-
Parbhani-Nanded-Nirmal
Road allotted to the con-
tractor GG Constructions.

Lack of consultation
leads to dissent
among judges

Savarkar was a
patron of Gandhi
killing: Tushar

AGENCIES
Mumbai

Slamming the Maharashtra
BJP's proposal to seek
Bharat Ratna for Hindutva
ideologue Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, Tushar Gandhi,
great-grandson of  Mahatma
Gandhi said on Friday that
Savarkar was the "patron" of
the Mahatma's assassina-
tion.

Savarkar, who faced trial in
the Gandhi assassination
case but was acquitted, had
not been pronounced inno-
cent by the court, he 
claimed.

"I think it is important that
we understand the real objec-
tive and conspiracy behind
Bapu's murder, at a time
when the patron of  his mur-
der is being considered for

Bharat Ratna," Tushar Gand-
hi said, speaking to reporters
here.

While acquitting Savarkar
in the case, the court had
stated that "enough evidence
was not presented before it to
prove Savarkar's guilt be-
yond doubt", he said.

"...we must remember this
while the Sanghis (those af-
filiated to the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh) con-
template giving him the
highest civilian award,"
Tushar Gandhi said.

"Savarkar may have been
acquitted in the case, but the
court did not pronounce him
innocent," he added.

In its manifesto for the Ma-
harashtra assembly elec-
tions, the state BJP had
promised to demand Bharat
Ratna for Savarkar. 

AGENCIES
Mumbai

The opposition Congress and NCP have made fresh inroads in
the Vidarbha region of  Maharashtra in the assembly elec-
tions, winning 21 of  the 62 seats and recouping some of  the
losses of  2014.

The BJP won 29 seats while its ally Shiv Sena won five seats
in this eastern Maharashtra region which comprises of  11
districts.

In the 2014 polls, the BJP had won 45 seats in Vidarbha.
The saffron party, which won total of  105 seats this time,

looks set to retain power in alliance with the Sena, but its goal
of  achieving majority on its own was not realised.

The Congress won 15 seats in Vidarbha, including Nagpur
West and Nagpur North, part of  Nagpur city which is the
hometown of  chief  minister Devendra Fadnavis. Fadnavis
won from Nagpur South-West constituency.

Losses in Vidarbha led
to BJP’s weak showing




